
 

  

The World Press Freedom Day, which falls on May 3, every year, has traditionally been 

marked in the capital city, Nairobi. For the first time, journalists based in the regions 

participated in marking the day. This created a sense of ownership, broader participation, 

inclusion by journalists and dissemination of information on their safety and security. This 

approach was discussed and encouraged by the Kenya Sector Working Group (KMSWG). 

Kenya Correspondents Association (KCA), as one of the stakeholder bodies within the group 

was asked to take the lead in coordinating the county journalists’ networks in marking the day. 
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Journalists hold a demo in the streets of Nairobi in December 

2013 to protest against anti-media laws.    Photo/KCA                     
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MARKING THE WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY IN 

KENYA, MAY 3, 2018 

JOURNALISTS MARK THE DAY IN THE REGIONS   

The World Press Freedom Day has over the years been marked 

in the capital, Nairobi, which, for practical and cost reasons has 

not made it possible for journalists across the country to 

participate.  Furthermore, it has not been the practice to 

encourage the journalists based in the regions to organize 

activities to mark this important day. 

This year, the media sector players under the aegis of the Kenya 

Media Sector Working Group (KMSWG), which comprises the 

Kenya Union of Journalists (KUJ), Kenya Correspondents 

Association(KCA) , Association of Media Women in Kenya 

(AMWIK),  Kenya Editors Guild (KEG), the Media Council of 

Kenya(MCK), Article 19, Association of Freelance Journalists 

(AFJ), UNESCO, National Commission for UNESCO and the 

Ministry of ICT, among others, discussed and agreed on the need 

for a broader and more inclusive approach to marking the WPFD 

from this year.  

It was agreed this approach would help create a sense of 

ownership, broader participation, inclusion and dissemination of 

information about the media sector and safety and security 

protocols developed by the UN and its agencies including 

UNESCO, and the  Nairobi  Declaration on National Mechanisms 

for the Safety of Journalists adopted during the World Press 

Freedom Day of May 3, 2017. 

KCA was asked to take the lead, develop a concept on this 

regional approach to marking the day and also help in mobilizing 

the regional journalists’ networks. Although initially it was hoped 

resources would be mobilized from stakeholders and partners to 

support the regional activities, this did not happen but the 

mobilization went on through a guide sent to the networks and 

the day was marked successfully in many regions of the country.  

 

 

JOURNALISTS 

DEMONSTRATED 

CREATIVITY, DRIVE  

AND INNOVATION IN 

MARKING THE DAY 

Within a short time 

after being mobilized 

and guided, journalists 

across the country 

sprang into action, 

demonstrating 

creativity and 

innovation, mobilizing  

own resources and 

from other institutions 

including the local Civil 

Society Groups, to 

hold successful demos 

and forums to mark 

the day.  

 

They also used the 

forums to call for 

respect for journalists’ 

rights, press freedom 

and access to 

information from public 

institutions. 
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The Media Environment and the need for urgent action from media sector players: 

The need for the media players to urgently organize and respond to challenges facing the 

media and journalists has been recognized. A majority of journalists, mostly correspondents, 

work in the counties where they face many challenges including violation of labor rights by 

employers and threats to their safety and security by different actors. There are increasing 

cases of exploitation of journalists, intimidation, harassment and physical attacks of journalists 

by both state and non- state actors based in the counties.  The need to encourage and 

mobilize the journalists to fight for their labor rights and engage in initiatives meant to secure 

their own safety and security is therefore urgent and most compelling.  

Some of the organizations making up the KMSWG have extensive networks and membership 

among county based journalists that are increasingly being harnessed to help encourage and 

mobilize journalists to organize and act in solidarity in clusters in the counties. This will help 

them actively campaign and raise awareness against the increasing cases of violations of their 

rights.   

There is no doubt that countrywide mobilization and campaign by journalists against press 

freedom have yielded considerable gains in the past, including getting the state to engage 

more meaningfully with the media sector. This was particularly evident in December 2013 

when KCA, KUJ and KEG mobilized journalists to hold demonstrations to protest against 

provisions in the Media Bill 2013 and the Kenya Information and Communications Amendment 

Bill 2013, which undermined press freedom. 

Following the campaign, the National Assembly’s Energy and Communications Committee not 

only accommodated views from the media industry but the President declined to assent to the 

KICA Bill and sent it back to the National Assembly with a memorandum that, to some extent, 

mitigated against the passage of the punitive provisions. Although challenges remain with the 

two laws, including subsequent threats of new legislation, the mobilization and campaign 

resulted in greater awareness and solidarity among journalists countrywide and showed there 

was power in unity and numbers, which if used effectively, could help stakeholders deal with 

the many challenges facing the industry.  

During the WPFD on May 3, 2018, journalists in the regions marked the day through a number 

of activities. They:  

 Held solidarity processions with posters, banners and T- shirts with appropriate 

messages; 

 Hosted forums where they shared experiences and educated the public on the role of 

the media in promoting access to information and transparency and accountability by 

public institutions and leaders;   
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 Presented petitions to governments agencies and officials calling for respect for 

journalists rights and upholding freedom of the press as provided for by the Constitution 

2010 and international conventions/instruments;  

 Issued statements and spoke strongly against increasing cases of violations of 

journalists’ rights and the need for media managers, owners and the government to 

address these concerns both at the county and national levels. They also called for 

robust and swift interventions by national level journalists/media organizations in dealing 

with any reported cases of attacks against journalists.   

The county based and national media widely covered the activities and linked it to the global 

event that was held in Accra, Ghana. In Kisii, Nakuru, kakmega, Eldoret and Meru, some of the 

local media outlets, radio and TV stations offered live coverage of the event. The international 

media also picked up the stories and amplified the county forums marking the WPFD. 

 

Pictorials on how the WPFD was marked: 

 

WPFD in Accra, Ghana, May 3, 2018:   

Victor Bwire of the Media Council of Kenya speaks at the global forum. 
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Nakuru Journalists demonstrate to mark the WPFD 
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Kisii/Nyamira based journalists demonstrate in the streets of Kisii Town 

 

 

 

 

 

Kisii/Nyamira based journalists held a forum at Kisii University to mark the WPFD:  

The VC, Prof Akama, addressed the forum and reconciled the university community with the journalists 

who had boycotted covering the institution for months after some were assaulted by students. 
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Journalists in Kakamega sent out a clear message on Press Freedom  
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… and delivered a petition to the authorities demanding respect for press freedom  
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Migori based journalists also matched, with clear messages… 

 

 
 

 

…. And delivered a petition to the County Police Chief 
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The Kericho/ Bomet team marked the day, spoke out strongly against attacks on journalists 
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In the North Rift Journalists marched, and planted trees, to mark the day 
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They marked day in solidarity, demanded a “green, healthy environment” for journalists! 
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… In Meru, Journalists called for improved working conditions, respect for press freedom  

 

 

 
 

Local TV and radio stations covered the journalists’ activities on WPFD 
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Find more information and pictures on: 

https://web.facebook.com/KenyaCorrespondentsAssociation/ 

https://web.facebook.com/Kisumu-Media-Information-Hub-414176882091906/ 

https://web.facebook.com/Turkana-Media-Information-Hub-924944130902580/ 

 

 

https://web.facebook.com/KenyaCorrespondentsAssociation/
https://web.facebook.com/Kisumu-Media-Information-Hub-414176882091906/
https://web.facebook.com/Turkana-Media-Information-Hub-924944130902580/

